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was appointed Lieutenant-General of the military forces.
The total number of men, soldiers and mariners, was
2,300, constituting one of the largest squadrons of
privateers England had as yet sent to sea. All the young
men of the court were hot to go. Among the names of
captains of companies, of what we now should call mari-
ners, were those of Edward Winter, Thomas Vennor,
Francis Knollys, Thomas Drake, George Fortescue,
John Varney, and Richard Hawkins*
The news of this the most formidable squadron ever
fitted out for a naval offensive upon the Spanish plate
ships spread over Europe with remarkable swiftness.
That it lost nothing in the telling is already apparent
by the Fugger correspondent's statement from Cologne.
Drake, if we are to believe the rumours flying around
the commercial centres of Europe, was everywhere.   He
had captured an island off Spain and had held up fisher-
men off Newfoundland.    And it is worth noting that
Fugger's correspondent at Antwerp,  after reporting
that commissioners were coming over to negotiate a gen-
eral peace with the Duke of Parma, adds that "The
Queen asserts she never gave Drake orders to make
these attacks upon places belonging to the King of Spain.
This occurred at the instance of Don Antonio."   The
Prior of Crato here comes in most conveniently for
Elizabeth*   She was actually the largest stockholder in
this expedition.   She had given it her personal attention.
She had sent the Spanish ambassador, bag and baggage,
out of the country.   She had an army of uniformed sol-
diers on active service in the Netherlands against the
Spanish Army of Occupation.   She had caught regicide
after regicide who had attempted her life.   And yet this
amazing woman had the nerve to declare, and the dex-
terity to convince astute men of affairs that it was true,
that she had nothing to do with Drake's improper
behaviour.